I recently read an article that was a satire on Disney's version of racial progress. If you have been to Disney, it is a Utopia of racial progress. It certainly presents a picture that everyone is about love and peace and there is justice for all. We can see our history from slavery, the Civil War, the Emancipation Proclamation, the Civil Rights movement, Martin Luther King legacy, and then the election of a Black president. This looks like progress, but we know the times between these events were anything but progressive.
Unfortunately, the history books do that as well. Depending on who the authors are or who the publishers are, past history books do not always report the stories that depict our country in the best light. Nor may they include all of the true history of our country related to racial injustice. Can you imagine how the history of our country might have been written differently if the authors of the history books were from a diverse background? Would a Black author write a history book differently than a White author? I believe we are in a time when we do not see much progress in the issue of racism. When will the next big event be that tells us we are progressing? It is certainly not now. Hate crimes are up higher than ever, our country is more divisive than ever on diversity issues, and there is a very obvious divide in our political affiliations on issues related to diversity and inclusivity.
The mission of the Transcultural Nursing Society is to "enhance the quality of culturally congruent, competent, and equitable care that results in improved health and well-being for people worldwide." Our vision is to ensure cultural competence in practice, education, research, and administration. With everything that is going on in our country and world, how is our organization voicing their concerns in the public arena? Where does the Transcultural Nursing Society stand in relation in shaping health policy and the law in relation to our mission and vision?
Fighting for racial justice is not predictable; we cannot describe how to prevent it because it comes in so many shapes and faces. We see this in higher education when students are often giving their voice for the first time in a liberal, educational arena that is supported and encouraged. If you are in education, you know that what students do is often shocking-thinking we have come a long way and then setting us back. Some may call these hurdles we have to deal with, but hurdles may not be the best way to think about this.
Rather, these events, racial epitaphs or hate crimes, are not hurdles but presentations of racism that just changes in shape or form. This is why we still have some of the same problems we have been fighting against for years like segregation, voter's rights, equal pay for women, to name a few. We have had these fights for years-how do we protect what we have accomplished without losing what we have learned?
Social injustice is an issue that is the base of culturally congruent health care. Transcultural nursing is not just about the meaning or stance of a specific cultural group. We have expanded the definition of "culture," which has a very specific need to look at the social context of the culture. This social context has a direct influence on health care, especially mental health. While "The Problem with the 'Disney Version of History'" is ignored (Delacroix, 2019) , we must remember the times between the milestones of progress-the fights that were fought, the lives that were lost, the small changes that were made that may be lost.
In 1990, Congress passes the Hate Crime Statistics Act, which is required to report hate crimes in our country. A hate crime is defined as "criminal offense against a person or property motivated in whole or in part by an offender's bias against a race, religion, disability, sexual orientation, ethnicity, gender, or gender identity." In 2019, hates crime murders were the highest ever recorded by the FBI. I think our organization has a lot of work to do to put a face on the health outcomes of hate crimes. More research should be done on issues that deal with the negative effects these events have not only on the groups that are offended but also on the impact of the health of the country. I think there are great opportunities for future research for members to impact society.
